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SUNDAY 8/28 22N° SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME-
MONDAY 8/29
3:30—4:30 PM Legion of Mary Cent Hall

Trustees

TUESDAY 8/30

12:15 PM Bingo Cent Hall
FRIDAY 9/3

12:15 PM Bingo Cent Hall

SUNDAY 9/4 23 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
10 AM &12 PM Mass with Baptisms Church

Sick List

Let us pray for the sick (People will remain on sick list for
2 weeks unless otherwise notified): Juliet Nawrocki, Doreen
Busacca, Kathleen Link, Orlando Basile, Marie Carlson,
John Norton, Patricia Kucinski, Frank McNamara,
Jennifer O'Connor, Donna Tuzzo, Matt Bolger, Lawrence
Shin, Lupe Pena, Frances Kearns, Josephine Cermak
Rowan, Steve & Rachel Mastin, Diane Shea, Joseph
Callandrillo, Humberto Quintana, Julia Annicchiarico,
Javier Vega, Jennifer Moloughney, Antoinette Maddi,
Carol Jordan, Anthony Biggio, Sammy Deleon, Shane
Quinn, Alice Daly, Sadie Krieger, Dolores DelMonte,
Dianne O'Sullivan, Carl Carlson, Larry Bello, Miyuki
Campbell, Diane Albert, Meghan Connaughton

Baptism Information

Families are asked to please contact the Rectory for further
information on preparing for the sacrament of Baptism.

Sacrament of Matrimony

Inaccordance with archdiocesan policy, couples contemplat-
ing marriage are asked to begin the sacramental preparation
program at least one year in advance of the wedding date.
Please contact the Rectory for further information.

September Prayer Intentions
of the Holy Father

UNIVERSAL: Centrality of the Human Person — That each
may contribute to the common good and to the building
of a society that places the human person at the center.

EVANGELIZATION: Mission to Evangelize — That by par-
ticipating in the Sacraments and meditating on Scripture,
Christians may become more aware of their mission to
evangelize.

Ministry to the Sick

We hope to give to all the sick and aged in our parish the
opportunity to receive the Eucharist. If you or someone
you know can no longer get to church, and would like a
Eucharistic Minister to bring you Communion, please call
St. Anne's Rectory at 201-360-0838 or info@sahjerseycity.com

Mass Intentions

August 29*'—September 4" 2016

Mon 8/29

9AM  Christina Burke

Tues 8/30

9 AM Aniello Russo Caterina Russo

Wed 8/31

9AM  Lyda & Doris Cullen Ruth Cullen

7PM Special Intention OL Perpetual
Help Group

Thurs 9/1

9AM Novena

Frig/2

9AM Novena

Sat9/3

9 AM Novena

5:30 PM Carmine DeSomma Claire
Seborowski

7:00 PM Luis Cruz Maria Cruz

Sun9/4

8 AM Novena

10AM  Christina Burke

12PM  Paul Principe Toni Belfiore

Sanctuary Gifts

August 28""—September 32016

Gift In memory of Requested by

Altar Wine Carmine Salvemini Parish Intention
AltarBread MaryannClementi Parish Intention
Sanct.Lamp DoloresMcNamara Parish Intention
AltarCandles Lillian Bisozio Parish Intention

Sunday Readings / Lecturas del Domingo

First Reading / Primera lectura ~ SIR3:17-18,20,28-29
Psalm/Salmo PS 68:4-5, 6-7,10-11
Second Reading / Segunda lectura HEB 12:18-19, 22-24A
Gospel / Evangelio LK14:1,714

Weekday Readings [ Lecturas del Dia

Mon Memorial of the Passion of Saint John the Baptist1 COR 2:1-5
/PS119:97,98,99,100,101,102 / MK 6:17-29

Tue 1COR2:10B16/PS145:8-9,10-11,12-13AB,13CD-14/LK4:31-37
Wed 1COR 3:1-9 / PS 33:12-13,14-15, 20-21/ LK 4:38-44
Thu1COR3:18-23 / PS 24:1BC-2, 3-4AB, 5-6 [ LK 5:1-11
Fri1COR 4:1-5/PS 37:3-4, 5-6,27-28,39-40 / LK 5:33-39

Sat Memorial of Saint Gregory the Great, Pope and Doctor of
the Church1 COR 4:6B-15 / PS145:17-18,19-20, 21 / LK 6:1-5

Family Faith Formation

Please contact Rectory for more information.
Please follow the Twitter channels of the parish:

Yy @sah_promise
Yy @sah_goodnews Faith Formation Grade 2—3

Faith Formation Grade K—1

Faith Formation Grade 4—6
Faith Formation Grade7—8

Y sah_venture
. 4 sah_visions
Family Faith Formation Registration:
sahjerseycity.com/ccd

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN AND ADDRESSING ABUSE:
The Archdiocese Acts to Protect Youth and Childven

Archbishop Myers has stated categorically that the pri-
mary responsibilities of the Archdiocese are to protect
children and young people, and to promote the healing
of, and provide compassion to, victims of abuse.

The Archdiocese of Newark requires all staff and vol-
unteers working with children and youth to undergo
background checks and receive sexual abuse awareness
training. More than 20,000 Clergy, Religious and Lay
people have received this training and undergone crimi-
nal background checks.

Nearly 95,000 children annually receive safe environ-
ment training through our Catholic schools and through
opportunities offered to public school students in our
religious education programs.

The Archdiocese utilizes the services of a Licensed Clini-
cal Social Worker as the first contact for individuals who
allege that they were abused so that counseling and
other support services can be offered immediately if ap-
propriate — sometimes even before a determination is
made regarding the credibility of an allegation.

A full-time Office of Child and Youth Protection dedi-
cated to protecting children works with parishes and
schools to ensure that safe environments are in place
throughout the Archdiocese.

REMINDER

Anyone involved in ministry or volunteering at St Anne
must have completed their Protecting God's Children
training. If you have not completed your training,
please contact the parish office to schedule your certi-
fication.

THINKING PRIESTHO

www.NewPriestNJ.com

Archdiocese of Newark
Office of Vocations

973-313-6190




Meals in the Gospel

Meals played an important role in the society in
which Jesus lived. More than a time for sharing
nourishment, they were a time to share ideas and
to model different aspects of social relationships.
In Luke's Gospel, the places that a person ate (at
the home of a tax collector, 5:29), the people with
whom a person ate (sinners, 5:30), whether a per-
son washed before eating (11:38), and, as is the case
here, the place thata person sits while eating are all
important. The narrator says Jesus tells a parable,
but it s really wise advice to both guests and hosts
about finding true happiness at the heavenly ban-
quet.

Jesus warns guests to wait before taking their plac-
es at the table lest they be asked to move if some-

Welcome to ‘the Body\

one more important arrives. This is more than just
a lesson about dinner etiquette. It is advice on how
to find your true place in the Kingdom of God. Je-
sus advises hosts not to invite people who would
be expected to repay them to dinner but to invite
those who could not repay: the poor, the crippled,
the lame, and the blind. This is where real blessings
can be found.

In these sayings, Luke gives us not only advice on
how to approach the end times but also on how
to live according to Jesus' vision of a good society.
Luke's Gospel also advises us how the Church must
be part of bringing about this society. It is yet an-
other example in Luke's Gospel of the reversal the
kingdom brings about.

lof [Christ Na‘d‘mi Bayas!

Septembe
of prayer

Requested for
+ Bernadette M. Berger
+ Paul Principe

1 Anniversary in Heaven
t Paul Principe
t Eugene Salati
t NickZabala
+ Regina Stella

Nick Stella

+ HungThi Nguyen

+ Teodora V. Costes

+ Teodora V. Costes
Clare Maglori
Kathleen Castle
Ruth Cullen
Tony & Dawn Roda
Mary K.

+ Buddy K.
Genevieve Reilly
Genevieve Reilly

r Novena

Requested by
Ceorgene & Fr. Vic
Parish Intention

Toni

Salati Family

Wife, Ruth

Roda, Fasani

& Stella Families

Roda, Fasani

& Stella Families

Van Nguyen

Flordeliza Santiago
Violet & Laura Meneses
St. Anne Rosary Society
St. Anne Rosary Society
St. Anne Rosary Society
Mom

Loretta Dempsey
Loretta Dempsey
Loretta, Heather & Linda
St. Anne Rosary Society

Loretta & Heather
Loretta & Heather

Mary Masi
1 Lucy Merritt

Marriage Encounter

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend can
help you do that! Marriage Encounter is 44 hours
where married couples can get away from jobs,
kids, chores, and phones—and focus only on each
other. If youd like greater depth, growth, and en-
richment in your relationship, you'll like the differ-
ence a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend
can make! For more information, contact Janet
and Mike Turco 973 427-7016 or 609 335- 6880
(njwwme@peoplepc.com) or go to nnjwwme.org.

Pilgrimage

Catholic Pilgrimage
sponsored by Our Lady
of Mt Carmel to Fatima/
Lourdes and Paris, Sep-
tember12—22,2016. Dai-
ly Mass, Breakfast and
Dinner Daily. Air from NY
JFK Fora flyer of more info,
call Cathie or Mike Milano
at1-800-773-2660

Class of1972
Graduates!!

Looking for 1972 Graduates from St. Anne's Gram-
mar School JC Heights. 45" Anniversary Reunion
Celebration Scheduled for 2017. Please contact:
jam24336@aol.com and/or look for our page on Face-
book "St Anne School JC Heights Class of 72"
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2016

9:30 AM -

12:30 PM

DIVINE MERCY PARISH

232 Central Ave, Rahway, NJ 07065

Receive the graces of the Jubilee Year of Mercy!

The Jubilee Year of Mercy invites
everyone o receive the grace of a
plenary indulgence (thal's a full
pardon from sin and afl s effects)

The Holy Door *, Mass, Confession
Adoration and varous prayers
help to make this happen

‘more information at: ww
email: evang

Missionary of Mercy

"‘

‘ can.org/evangelization/mercy
elization@rcan.org or call 973-497-413

Ways to offer during Mass

Through your prayers you participate in the Sacrifice of Mass, but did you

know thatyou canalso...

B ..Donate Altar Bread and Wine used for the
Holy Sacrifice of Mass. It is a prayerful way to
remember a loved one.

B ..SubmitaMassintention

When Mass is said for a deceased person, the
entire Church unites to ask God to remember
themand welcomethemin His light. Remember:
there is no greater prayer than Holy Mass and
no greater source of grace than the Eucharist.
As a result, offering a Mass for the intention
of a soul is the greatest gift you can give.
Did you know that you can offer a Mass for the
intention of a living person, as well as to mark an
anniversary or thanksgiving?

..Donate candles including votice candles
placed in front of statues of the Saints around
the church, and the Sanctuary Lamp which
shines to indicate the Real Presence of Christ in
the reserved Sacrament.

Sponsored by the Office of
Evangelization, Diocese of Metuchen

I . t
3 DAY EVANGELIZATION TRAINING

November 4-6,2016

B Registration Fee: $115 Individual OR $100
Group (4+ people)

B Includes training sessions, participant’s
manual, Saturday lunch and dinner, Sunday
lunch

B Lodging notincluded

B Featuring Michael Dopp, creator of Relit: the
heart of Evangelization

B St John Neumann Pastoral Center,
Metlars Lane, Piscataway, N] 08854

B Information/Registration: tiny.cc/relit

B QUESTIONS: Call (732) 562-1990
ext.1634 or send an email to
evangelization@diometuchen.org.

Archdiocesan Pilgrimage

Every three years the Archdiocese of Newark sponsors a
pilgrimage to the Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC. The next
one will take place on Saturday, October 22. The pilgrim-
age this year is dedicated to the Extraordinary Holy Year,
aJubilee of Mercy celebrating the 50" Anniversary of the
conclusion of the Second Vatican Council. For more in-
formation, please contact the parish office.

Fathers Whose
Children Have Died

The needs of fathers who have suffered the loss of a son
or daughter are unique. The Office of Family Life Minis-
tries of the RCAN invites all grieving fathers to a morn-
ing of prayer, sharing, and discussion, away from societal
expectations, in the hope it will provide a special place of
understanding and healing. The Support Group for Fa-
thers Whose Children Have Died will meet on Saturday,
September17,2016 at Notre Dame RC Church (in the Par-
ish Center), 359 Central Avenue, North Caldwell at10:00
AM. Pre-registration is requested. Please call the Office
of Family Life Ministries at 973-497-4327

146



LIGHT OF THE NATIONS

The Myst

ery of the Church

HRIST IS THE LIGHT OF NATIONS.

Thus begins the Dogmatic Constitution

of the Church, Lumen Gentium, as promul-

gated on November 21, 1964. Today we

begin a series of texts from our Catholic
Tradition with an excerpt from this document of the
Vatican Il Council, to help us understand why we are
here today in church.

The eternal Father, by a free and hidden plan of His
own wisdom and goodness, created the whole world.
His plan was to raise men to a participation of the di-
vine life. Fallen in Adam, God the Father did not leave
men to themselves, but ceaselessly offered helps to
salvation, in view of Christ, the Redeemer who is the im-
age of the invisible Cod, the firstborn of every creature.

All the elect, before time began, the Father foreknew
and pre-destined to become conformed to the image of His
Son, that he should be the firstborn among many brethren".
He planned to assemble in the holy Church all those
who would believe in Christ. Already from the begin-
ning of the world the foreshadowing of the Church
took place. It was prepared in a remarkable way
throughout the history of the people of Israel and by
means of the Old Covenant. In the present era of time
the Church was constituted and, by the outpouring of
the Spirit, was made manifest. At the end of time it will
gloriously achieve completion, when, as is read in the
Fathers, all the just, from Adam and from Abel, the just
one, to the last of the elect, will be gathered together with
the Fatherin the universal Church.

The Son, therefore, came, sent by the Father. It was in
Him, before the foundation of the world, that the Fa-
ther chose us and predestined us to become adopted
sons, forin Him it pleased the Father to re-establish all
things. To carry out the will of the Father, Christ inau-
gurated the Kingdom of heaven on earth and revealed
to us the mystery of that kingdom. By His obedience
He brought about redemption. The Church, or, in other
words, the kingdom of Christ now present in mystery,
grows visibly through the power of God in the world.
This inauguration and this growth are both symbol-
ized by the blood and water which flowed from the
open side of a crucified Jesus, and are foretold in the
words of the Lord referring to His death on the Cross:
And |, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all things to
myself.

All men are called to this
union with Christ, who is
the light of the world

As often as the sacrifice of the cross in which Christ our
Passover was sacrificed, is celebrated on the altar, the
work of our redemption s carried on, and, in the sacra-
ment of the eucharistic bread, the unity of all believ-
ers who form one body in Christ is both expressed and
brought about. All men are called to this union with
Christ, who is the light of the world, from whom we go
forth, through whom we live, and toward whom our
whole life strains.

When the work which the Father gave the Son to do
on earth was accomplished, the Holy Spirit was sent
on the day of Pentecost in order that He might con-
tinually sanctify the Church, and thus, all those who
believe would have access through Christ in one Spirit
to the Father. He is the Spirit of Life, a fountain of water
springing up to life eternal. To men, dead in sin, the Fa-
ther gives life through Him, until, in Christ, He brings to
life their mortal bodies. The Spirit dwells in the Church
and inthe hearts of the faithful, as in a temple. In them
He prays on their behalf and bears witness to the fact
that they are adopted sons. The Church, which the
Spirit guides in way of all truthand which He unified in
communion and in works of ministry, He both equips
and directs with hierarchical and charismatic gifts and
adorns with His fruits. By the power of the Gospel He
makes the Church keep the freshness of youth. Unin-
terruptedly He renews it and leads it to perfect union
with its Spouse. The Spirit and the Bride both say to
Jesus, the Lord, Come!

Thus, the Church has been seen as a people made one
with the unity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The
mystery of the holy Church is manifest in its very foun-
dation. The Lord Jesus set it on its course by preaching
the Good News, that is, the coming of the Kingdom of
God, which, for centuries, had been promised in the
Scriptures: The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is
at hand. In the word, in the works, and in the presence
of Christ, this kingdom was clearly open to the view
of men. The Word of the Lord is compared to a seed



which is sown in a field; those who hear the Word with
faith and become part of the little flock of Christ, have
received the Kingdom itself. Then, by its own power
the seed sprouts and grows until harvest time. The
Miracles of Jesus also confirm that the Kingdom has
already arrived on earth: If | cast out devils by the finger
of Cod, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. Before
all things, however, the Kingdom is clearly visible in
the very Person of Christ, the Son of God and the Son
of Man, who came to serve and to give His life as a ransom
for many.

When Jesus, who had suffered the death of the cross
for mankind, had risen, He appeared as the one consti-
tuted as Lord, Christ and eternal Priest, and He poured
out on His disciples the Spirit promised by the Father.
From this source the Church, equipped with the gifts
of its Founder and faithfully guarding His precepts of
charity, humility and self-sacrifice, receives the mis-
sion to proclaim and to spread among all peoples the
Kingdom of Christ and of God and to be, on earth, the
initial budding forth of that kingdom. While it slowly
grows, the Church strains toward the completed King-
dom and, with all its strength, hopes and desires to be
united in glory with its King.

In the old Testament the revelation of the Kingdom
is often conveyed by means of metaphors. In the
same way the inner nature of the Church is now made
known to us in different images taken either from
tending sheep or cultivating the land, from building
or even from family life and betrothals, the images re-
ceive preparatory shapinginthe books of the Prophets.

The Church is a sheepfold whose one and indispens-
able door is Christ. It is a flock of which God Himself
foretold He would be the shepherd,and whose sheep,
although ruled by human shepherds; are nevertheless
continuously led and nourished by Christ Himself, the
Good Shepherd and the Prince of the shepherdswho
gave His life for the sheep.

The Church is a piece of
land to be cultivated

The Church is a piece of land to be cultivated, the till-
age of God. On that land the ancient olive tree grows
whose holy roots were the Prophets and in which the
reconciliation of Jews and Gentiles has been brought
about and will be brought about.(31) That land, like
a choice vineyard, has been planted by the heavenly
Husbandman. The true vine is Christ who gives life
and the power to bear abundant fruit to the branches,
thatis, to us, who through the Church remain in Christ
without whom we can do nothing.

Often the Church has also been called the building of
Cod. The Lord Himself compared Himself to the stone
which the builders rejected, but which was made into
the cornerstone.On this foundation the Church is built
by the apostles, and from it the Church receives dura-
bility and consolidation. This edifice has many names
to describe it: the house of God in which dwells His
family; the household of God in the Spirit; the dwell-
ing place of God among men; and, especially, the holy
temple. This Temple, symbolized in places of worship
built out of stone, is praised by the Holy Fathers and,
not without reason, is compared in the liturgy to the
Holy City, the New Jerusalem. As living stones we here
on earth are built into it. John contemplates this holy
city coming down from heaven at the renewal of the
world as a bride made ready and adorned for her hus-
band.

The Church, further, that Jerusalem which is above is
also called our mother. It is described as the spotless
spouse of the spotless Lamb, whom Christ loved and
for whom He delivered Himself up that He might sanc-
tify herswhom He unites to Himself by an unbreakable
covenant, and whom He unceasingly nourishes and
cherishes,and whom, once purified, He willed to be
cleansed and joined to Himself, subject to Him in love
and fidelity,and whom, finally, He filled with heavenly
gifts forall eternity, in order that we may know the love

of God and of Christ for us, a love which surpasses all
knowledge. The Church, while on earth itjourneys in a
foreign land away from the Lord, is like in exile. It seeks
and experiences those things which are above, where
Christis seated at the right-hand of Cod, where the life
of the Church is hidden with Christ in God until it ap-
pears in glory with its Spouse.

In the human nature united to Himself the Son of
God, by overcoming death through His own death and
resurrection, redeemed man and re-molded him into
a new creation. By communicating His Spirit, Christ
made His brothers, called together from all nations,
mystically the components of His own Body.

As all the members of
the human body, though
they are many, form

one body, so also are

the faithful in Christ.

In that Body the life of Christ is poured into the believ-
ers who, through the sacraments, are united in a hid-
den and real way to Christ who suffered and was glori-
fied. Through Baptism we are formed in the likeness of
Christ: Forin one Spirit we were all baptized into one bod".In
this sacred rite a oneness with Christ's death and resur-
rection is both symbolized and brought about: For we
were buried with Him by means of Baptism into death; and
if we have been united with Him in the likeness of His death,
we shall be so in the likeness of His resurrection also.Really
partaking of the body of the Lord in the breaking of the
Eucharistic bread, we are taken up into communion
with Him and with one another. Because the bread is one,
we though many, are one body, all of us who partake of the
one bread.In this way all of us are made members of His
Body, but severally members one of another.

As all the members of the human body, though they
are many, form one body, so also are the faithful in



Christ.Also, in the building up of Christ's Body various
members and functions have their part to play. There is
only one Spirit who, according to His own richness and
the needs of the ministries, gives His different gifts for
the welfare of the Church. What has a special place
among these gifts is the grace of the apostles to whose
authority the Spirit Himself subjected even those who
were endowed with charisms. Giving the body unity
through Himself and through His power and inner
joining of the members, this same Spirit produces and
urges love among the believers. From all this it follows
that if one member endures anything, all the mem-
bers co-endure it, and if one member is honored, all
the members together rejoice.

The Head of this Body is Christ. He is the image of the
invisible God and in Him all things came into being.
He is before all creatures and in Him all things hold to-
gether. He is the head of the Body which is the Church.
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that
inall things He might have the first place. By the great-
ness of His power He rules the things in heaven and the
things on earth, and with His all-surpassing perfection
and way of acting He fills the whole body with the
riches of His glory.

Allthe members ought to be molded in the likeness of
Him, until Christ be formed in them. For this reason we,
who have been made to conform with Him, who have
died with Him and risen with Him, are taken up into
the mysteries of His life, until we will reign together
with Him. On earth, still as pilgrims in a strange land,
tracingin trial and in oppression the paths He trod, we
are made one with His sufferings like the body is one
with the Head, suffering with Him, that with Him we
may be glorified.

From Him the whole body, supplied and built up by joints
and ligaments, attains a growth that is of God.He continu-
ally distributes in His body, that is, in the Church, gifts
of ministries in which, by His own power, we serve each
other unto salvation so that, carrying out the truth in
love, we might through all things grow unto Him who
isour Head.

In order that we might be unceasingly renewed in
Him, He has shared with us His Spirit who, existing as
one and the same being in the Head and in the mem-
bers, gives life to, unifies and moves through the whole
body. This He does in such a way that His work could be
compared by the holy Fathers with the function which
the principle of life, that is, the soul, fulfills in the hu-
man body.

Christ loves the Church as His bride, having become
the model of a man loving his wife as his body; the
Church, indeed, is subject to its Head. Because in Him
dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,He fills the
Church, which is His body and His fullness, with His
divine gifts so that it may expand and reach all the full-
ness of God.

This is the one Church of

Christ which in the Creed
is professed as one, holy,

catholicand apostolic

Christ, the one Mediator, established and continually
sustains here on earth His holy Church, the commu-
nity of faith, hope and charity, as an entity with visible
delineation through which He communicated truth
and grace to all. But, the society structured with hi-
erarchical organs and the Mystical Body of Christ, are
notto be considered as two realities, nor are the visible
assembly and the spiritual community, nor the earthly
Church and the Church enriched with heavenly things;
rather they form one complex reality which coalesces
froma divine and a human element. For this reason, by
no weak analogy, it is compared to the mystery of the
incarnate Word. As the assumed nature inseparably
united to Him, serves the divine Word as a living organ
of salvation, so, in a similar way, does the visible social
structure of the Church serve the Spirit of Christ, who
vivifies it, in the building up of the body.

This is the one Church of Christ which in the Creed is
professed as one, holy, catholic and apostolic, which

72

our Saviour, after His Resurrection, commissioned
Peter to shepherd, and him and the other apostles to
extend and direct with authority, which He erected for
all ages as the pillar and mainstay of the truth This Church
constituted and organized in the world as a society,
subsists in the Catholic Church, which is governed by
the successor of Peter and by the Bishops in commu-
nion with him, although many elements of sanctifica-
tion and of truth are found outside of its visible struc-
ture. These elements, as gifts belonging to the Church
of Christ, are forces impelling toward catholic unity.

Just as Christ carried out the work of redemption in
poverty and persecution, so the Church is called to
follow the same route that it might communicate the
fruits of salvation to men. Christ Jesus, though He was
by nature God . . . emptied Himself, taking the nature of a
slave,and being rich, became poorfor our sakes. Thus, the
Church, although it needs human resources to carry
out its mission, is not set up to seek earthly glory, but
to proclaim, even by its own example, humility and
self-sacrifice. Christ was sent by the Father to bring good
news to the poor, to heal the contrite of heart, to seek and to
save what was lost.Similarly, the Church encompasses
with love all who are afflicted with human suffering
and in the poor and afflicted sees the image of its poor
and suffering Founder. It does all it can to relieve their
need and in them it strives to serve Christ. While Christ,
holy, innocent and undefiled knew nothing of sin, but
came to expiate only the sins of the people,the Church,
embracing in its bosom sinners, at the same time holy
and always in need of being purified, always follows
the way of penance and renewal. The Church, like a
stranger in a foreign land, presses forward amid the persecu-
tions of the world and the consolations of God, announcing
the cross and death of the Lord until He comes.

By the power of the risen Lord it is given strength that
it might, in patience and in love, overcome its sorrows
and its challenges, both within itselfand from without,
and that it might reveal to the world, faithfully though
darkly, the mystery of its Lord until, in the end, it will be
manifested in full light.
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